ISSN : 2335-1039 Lalai®y) g 4 gIAl) bl Jall AlgiaY) Adaa
137-113 = 2026 4l 02 ) 15 alaal)

2026-03-06:Jpl) s 2026-01-03 : ) 5o

Baldl) Al (el AR sl dll<i)
The Problem of Legal Characterization of
Autonomous Ships
Flaanw daagd (o
bl_saad@yahoo.fr «(_ilall) ohas s5L Llall Ayl
https: //orcid.org/0009-0005-9527-135X
tpadla)
padl A JSn aa o Gl Bl Lgheasy (Baldll o) oaud) i
Loshiall e Llacy Lgimnlal Joildl) CouSally (3l dujpsn digils LIS
3sas byl Jla b L (o2 gl Sl HUaY AR A jad) duns yinl
Lsline oy Jaxd (e alel dgiia laad dalsy didadl (e e (gydy pilh
il Ahadl Cpe 1 bgias B b AMSEY) oda ety ADELY) (e
sl Anadl LN JEeYly ¥ ge duglil Adgseal maat
ol 13 s g Jaal) Clanlas Aullad g2 SIS
fonal Oglall ¢ Sl il alEl) Ash phull dalisal) clalsy)
e ilaa) ¢S ¢dlgsul

Abstract:

Autonomous ships, as an advanced technological product
reshaping maritime navigation, raise fundamental legal issues
concerning the legal characterization of their nature and
operation within the existing maritime legislative framework.
The traditional legal framework, which emerged under the
assumption of a human crew aboard the vessel, faces genuine
challenges with ships operating at varying degrees of autonomy.
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This problem manifests at several levels: the definition of the
ship itself, determination of legal liability for damages,
compliance with international maritime conventions, and the
effectiveness of maritime transport treaties in light of this
transformation.

Keywords :Autonomous ships; Legal characterization;
Maritime law; Liability; Artificial intelligence.
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